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Rediscovered after 50 years and published here for the very first time, American Voyage is a 
captivating portrait of 1960s America from Italian photographer Mario Carnicelli.  

Featuring over 100 black-and-white and colour images, the collection takes in the people, fashion, 
colours and textures of sixties American street life, capturing the mood and undercurrent of a changing 
country.

In 1966, Mario Carnicelli won first place in a national Italian photography competition sponsored by 
Popular Photography magazine, Mamiya and Pentax. On submitting an image of a demonstration in 
his hometown of Pistoia, Tuscany, Carnicelli won a scholarship to photograph America. He travelled 
to the US during the 1960s, and this beautiful book and accompanying exhibition documents his trips 
across the United States and time spent in cities including Detroit, San Francisco, Buffalo, New York 
and Chicago.



Approaching the country as an outsider, Carnicelli triumphed in capturing the essence of the American 
experience. He was fascinated by the country’s multiculturalism, fashion, individuality, freedom and 
pursuit of happiness uniquely underpinned by a pervasive loneliness and rootlessness he observed in 
people separated from family and kin.

American Voyage is an optimistic and contemplative look at the complexity of ordinary people 
and the American dream. From the viewpoint of a European observer, Carnicelli’s pictures offer a 
fresh and illuminating perspective of American life in the 1960s, surpassing much of the documentary 
photography of the same subject. The book coincides with an exhibition of Carnicelli’s work at the 
David Hill Gallery in London. 

MARIO CARNICELLI IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEW

MARIO CARNICELLI (b.1937) was exposed to photography from a young age, through his family’s 
photography business in Pistoia, Italy. He went on to document public events, demonstrations and 
political meetings. His style was in influenced by the humanistic approach, photographers like Lewis 
Hine and the FSA-photographers. He worked for national newspapers and magazines and had several 
solo exhibitions of his work during the 1960s and 1970s, before retiring from photography in the 
1970s to focus on running his own photography business. Many of his photographs, including his 
American Voyage essays, have lain forgotten until now. 



Reel Art Press R|A|P stands for exceptional style and a unique curatorial eye. It stands for luxury and 
class, the highest production values, and a sensitivity to an eclectic selection of subject matter and material. 
It stands for rare, unpublished and unusual work including subjects with mass appeal and limited editions 
with unlimited potential. The company has made headlines around the world with its previous releases, 
which include: Frankenstein: The First 200 Years, LGBT: San Francsico, Neal Preston: Exhilarated and 
Exhausted, Sory Sanlé: Volta Photo, Total Excess: Photographs by Michael Zagaris, and Billy Name: The 
Silver Age.  
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Praise for Reel Art Press

“Reel Art Press is a publishing cult.” Esquire

Frankenstein: The First 200 Years

“Demonstrates just how thoroughly the creature has saturated popular culture.” NY Times

Lgbt: San Francisco

“A captivating tome of photographs.” Paper
 

Neal Preston: Exhilarated and Exhausted

“A backstage pass to history.” CNN

Sory Sanlé: Volta Photo

“The studio where dreams came true.” The Guardian

Total Excess: Photographs by Michael Zagaris

“The unedited and unbelievable story of a man who lived his life unashamed.” Washington Post 

Billy Name: The Silver Age

“Billy’s book will go down in history as the best book about Warhol.” Gerard Malanga


